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Chairman’s Statement – Year ending 31st January 2014 

 
 
This report presents an overview on the activity of your Board over the last twelve months; 
progress and success across several projects; and includes news of our first planning consent 
successes.  The accounts and details of the financial position are issued separately to this report.   
 
We have been successful in having three Feed-in-Tariff projects consented during the year 
which should enable the company to receive Success Fees once the projects are readied for 
construction.  The details of these projects are shown below.    Generally we expect a delay of 
about eight months as a minimum before Success Fees can be credited to EP following planning 
consent being obtained.  This time enables project specific Cooperatives to be set up and 
funding to be raised. 
 
We have managed to carefully control our expenditure during the year to pay grid connection 
deposits where necessary and advance investigative work for the successful projects.  Further 
information is given in the Section below on Current Project Reports. 
 
We have debated whether, over the next year, to seek to call for additional funding for future 
wind projects or to return funds to our members.  Much will depend on the messages being 
sent out by the Government with regard to onshore wind prospects in UK or whether we are 
able find suitable opportunities in other technologies such as solar PV and small hydro projects.  
We would be keen to hear feedback on these options from members.  
 
Your Board has continued to work in the UK marketplace for small wind projects, attracting 
Feed-in-Tariff projects. This was as stated last year and is a change from the original share 
launch intentions.  We continue to believe this approach will give us success in the short term.   
We have found several sites becoming available with this approach in the current marketplace 
but generally good new sites are not easy to come by. 
 
The membership of the Board of Directors has not changed over the last year. Until there is an 
uplift in successful activity for your co-op we see little advantage in increasing Board 
membership but are keeping this situation under regular review. Your Board has continued to 
meet on a monthly basis to fully review all activities and manage the financial constraints and 
project progress.   
 
 
PROJECT REPORTS 
 
Current live projects 
 
A detailed review was issued in a letter sent to members 20 December 2013. 
 
Drumlin in Northern Ireland   
 
Four sites were built in the first phase of this portfolio and have been connected to the local grid 
by NIE at a slower rate than anticipated which was disappointing but was something not within 
Drumlin Co-op’s control. 
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Cavanoneill commenced generation on 21st January 2014, and Aghafad on 19th March 2014. 
Ballyboley turbine erected and generation due to commence in July 2014. 
Parkgate turbine erected 10 May 2014 and generation due to commence later in the year. 
 
The second phase of Drumlin is for two additional sites, each with a 250kW turbine, known as 
Ballyrobert and Cavanokill.  Drumlin Co-op successfully raised £1.2 million for the two additional 
sites and currently tenders have been received to construct the turbines. However, we are 
experiencing delays due to one landowner dying with his estate currently in probate and a 
resolution needs to be found for an access route onto the other site.  We hope to be able to 
report positive progress at a later date.  
 
Bernard Matthews 
 
Progress has generally been slow on the Bernard Matthews portfolio of sites due to the various 
hoops we have had to jump through with both parties' legal and financial processes.   
 
The table below summarizes the status of each site where progress is being made.   
 
Project Date 

submitted 
Local Planning 
Authority 

Current Status 

Pinchbeck, nr 
Spalding, 
Lincs 

10.10.2013 South Holland DC Consented 05.02.2014 
Grid connection TBC 
Will move forward to construction 
once another project in this portfolio 
is consented 

Causeway, nr 
Louth, Lincs 

26.11.2012 East Lindsey DC Consent refused on 10.07.2013 on 
landscape and visual grounds. 
Appeal launched. 
Decision expected May/June 2014 

Wendling June 2014 Breckland DC Delay in submitting application due to 
moving turbine onto adjacent land 

Wreningham  South Norfolk DC Being resubmitted once an MOD 
objection is addressed. 

 
In addition we have withdrawn two submitted applications – at Oulton on advice from the Local 
Planning Authority and at Wood Norton due to proximity of farm buildings (noise being an issue 
for the proposed turbine).  
In this general region there are many potential solar projects that have restricted the availability 
of grid connections. 
 
A local Co-operative is in existence and we are hopeful that with the next consent in this 
portfolio that we can move rapidly to payment of success fees.  We do hope to see the 
Pinchbeck project brought forward to construction within a short time. 
 
Harworth Estates 
 
EP has made good progress across the Harworth Estates portfolio of sites and two sites were 
consented but one has been refused.  One other site is waiting determination.  A detailed 
update is in the table opposite.  



3 
 

 
Project Date 

submitted 
Local Planning 
Authority 

Current Status 

Arkwright (now 
known as 
Duckamanton) 

05.07.2013 Chesterfield BC Consent received 10.11.2013. 
Project tendered, turbine ordered, for 
completion by 09.12.14 

Shafton 07.10.2013 Barnsley MBC Consent received 22.01.2014 
Investigative soils report completed, 
tenders received for construction and 
negotiations underway. 

Ricall, nr Selby 12.06.2013 Selby DC Application refused. 
EP to decide whether to accept or 
appeal. 

Yorkshire Main 05.12.13 Doncaster MBC Determination due June2014. 
 

 
In addition we are in dialogue with Harworth Estates looking at other potential sites for 
development.  Some have been rejected but we are hopeful at least two others may be capable 
of proceeding to a planning application.  From the Table above you will note the length of time 
being taken by some local authorities to determine a planning application. 
 
For Duckmanton and Shafton projects a Co-operative has been formed – Four Winds Energy Co-
operative - and a Share Offer is being issued in June 2014 to raise funds for building both 
projects.  At this time EP will receive a Success Fee which will enable it to determine the next 
phase of activity for the co-op. 
   
The Future Outlook 
 
Whilst we are aware of potential future projects we do not have certainty of whether the 
Government wishes to invest in renewable energy projects like onshore wind and whether we 
should endeavour to take projects forward that may never be able to be built.  Such mixed 
messages from the Government are unhelpful.  Do we build what we have and return cash to 
our members?; do we look for alternative forms of renewable energy generation to develop?; or 
do we press forward in the hope that our next Government in 2015 may have a different 
approach for the size of wind projects we know how to develop?   These are questions we now 
face and feedback to the Board may be beneficial to gauge the wishes of our members.  It would 
seem a pity to lose the experience we have gained over the last three years or so. 
 
We thank you for your support and hope that we can build on the success we have achieved in 
the last year and that the industry allows this to happen. 
 
Rod Blunden 

 
 
Chairman 
27 May 2014 
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Notice of Annual General Meeting to be held on  
Saturday 5th July 2014 

 
 
NOTICE is given that the Annual General Meeting of members will be held at 1.30pm on Saturday 5th 
July 2014 at The Storey Creative Industries Centre, Meeting House Lane, Lancaster, LA1 1TH for the 
following purposes: 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
1. Introductions and welcome. 
 
2. Motion 1: To approve the minutes of the annual general meeting held on 22nd June 2013. 

(circulated December 2013). 
 
3. Motion 2: In accordance with Section 4A(2) of the Friendly and Industrial and Provident Societies 

Act 1968, a resolution not to undertake a full professional audit of the co-operative for the year. 
 
4. Motion 3: To receive and adopt the Report of the Directors and the annual Accounts for the year 

ended 31st January 2014. 
 
5. Motion 4: Election of Directors  
 To re-appoint Mike Smyth as a Director of the Co-op. 
  
 
 
 
Close of Formal Business 
 
 
 
By order of the Board     Registered Office: 
Annette Heslop,      Unit 26, Trinity Enterprise Centre 
Company Secretary     Furness Business Park 
27th May 2014      Barrow in Furness 

LA14 2PN  
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Nominations to the Board 

 
 

The Rules allow for a maximum number of five Board members of which one third must retire each 
year. Mike Smyth will retire in rotation and is seeking re-election. Members will be asked to re-elect 
Mike through a motion. 

 
 

 
Biographical Note 

 
Director Seeking Re-election 
 
Mike Smyth Chairman – Surrey 
 
Mike is a solicitor specialising in corporate and commercial law and was a partner at Lawrence Graham 
in London for more than 20 years. Passionately concerned about the environment, Mike chaired the 
board of Friends of the Earth Trust until February 2012. Mike was a co-founder of Keepsafe Limited, 
which grew to become a substantial self storage warehousing business, and of Wey Valley Solar 
Schools Energy Co-operative, one of the largest solar energy co-operatives formed to date 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please refer to the Form of Proxy for voting instructions 


	Page 0 - EP Cover
	Energy Prospects Co-operative Ltd

	Page 1 to 3 EP Chairmans Report 05 07 14 clean version
	PROJECT REPORTS
	Current live projects
	A detailed review was issued in a letter sent to members 20 December 2013.
	Drumlin in Northern Ireland
	Four sites were built in the first phase of this portfolio and have been connected to the local grid by NIE at a slower rate than anticipated which was disappointing but was something not within Drumlin Co-op’s control.
	Cavanoneill commenced generation on 21st January 2014, and Aghafad on 19th March 2014. Ballyboley turbine erected and generation due to commence in July 2014.
	Parkgate turbine erected 10 May 2014 and generation due to commence later in the year.
	The second phase of Drumlin is for two additional sites, each with a 250kW turbine, known as Ballyrobert and Cavanokill.  Drumlin Co-op successfully raised £1.2 million for the two additional sites and currently tenders have been received to construct...
	Bernard Matthews
	Progress has generally been slow on the Bernard Matthews portfolio of sites due to the various hoops we have had to jump through with both parties' legal and financial processes.
	The table below summarizes the status of each site where progress is being made.
	In addition we have withdrawn two submitted applications – at Oulton on advice from the Local Planning Authority and at Wood Norton due to proximity of farm buildings (noise being an issue for the proposed turbine).
	In this general region there are many potential solar projects that have restricted the availability of grid connections.
	A local Co-operative is in existence and we are hopeful that with the next consent in this portfolio that we can move rapidly to payment of success fees.  We do hope to see the Pinchbeck project brought forward to construction within a short time.
	Harworth Estates
	EP has made good progress across the Harworth Estates portfolio of sites and two sites were consented but one has been refused.  One other site is waiting determination.  A detailed update is in the table opposite.
	In addition we are in dialogue with Harworth Estates looking at other potential sites for development.  Some have been rejected but we are hopeful at least two others may be capable of proceeding to a planning application.  From the Table above you wi...
	For Duckmanton and Shafton projects a Co-operative has been formed – Four Winds Energy Co-operative - and a Share Offer is being issued in June 2014 to raise funds for building both projects.  At this time EP will receive a Success Fee which will enab...
	The Future Outlook
	Whilst we are aware of potential future projects we do not have certainty of whether the Government wishes to invest in renewable energy projects like onshore wind and whether we should endeavour to take projects forward that may never be able to be b...
	We thank you for your support and hope that we can build on the success we have achieved in the last year and that the industry allows this to happen.
	Rod Blunden
	/

	Page 4 EP AGM Formal Notice 2014
	AGENDA
	By order of the Board     Registered Office:

	Page 5 EP Board Nominations 2014

